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UAW, Detroit 3 OK partial shutdown 


Workers say they’re worried 
about their health at plants 


Jamie L. LaReau 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The Detroit Three automakers and the UAW 
agreed to new measures late Tuesday to pro- 
tect factory workers from coronavirus, the 
union said. 


The automakers will find ways to improve 
social distancing between workers at its fac- 
tories andagreed to review and implement a 
rotating partial shutdown of facilities. 

That basically means curbing production. 
Each company will announce its own plans, 
but one way would be to reduce three shifts to 
two shifts, which would allow more time to 
clean and offer less contact between workers. 

The automakers met with UAW leaders for 
several hours Tuesday evening as part of a task 
force the parties formed to enhance health 


safety practices at factories. 

Also coming out of the meeting is an agree- 
ment to implement “extensive deep cleaning of 
facility and equipment between shifts, extend- 
ed periods between shifts, and extensive plans 
to avoid member contact,” the UAW said in a 
statement. 

“They will be working on shift rotation to 
minimize risk,” the statement read. 

To enact the changes, each company will be 


See UAW, Page 8A 


A Buick Verano at the General Motors Lake 
Orion Assembly plant. CARLOS OSORIO/AP 
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Shinola, Macy’s, 
Nordstrom join 
stores closing 
their doors 


We have yet another sign that the corona- 
virus crisis is unlike other economic upheav- 
als. It’s getting far tougher to even think about 
going shopping. 

Nordstrom announced that it is closing its 
stores in the U.S. and Canada for two weeks 
beginning Tuesday. 

“The situation is changing rapidly, and to 
do our part in slowing the spread of the virus, 
we have decided to temporarily close all our 
stores,” Nordstrom said online. Consumers, 
of course, can shop online. 

On Tuesday, Macy’s said it would close its 
stores through March 31. That includes all 
Macy’s, Bloomingdale’s, Bluemercury, Ma- 
cy’s Backstage, Bloomingdales the Outlet and 
Market by Macy’s stores. Macy’s will provide 
benefits and compensation to its workforce. 
E-commerce sites remain operational. 

This isn’t 9/1 when it was actually consid- 
ered patriotic to head back into the malls 
sometime after Sept. 11, 2001, to prove that the 
terrorists didn’t win. Then, it was our duty to 
shop. 

Now, we're told the right thing to do for our 
country is to stay home. 

More retailers announced that they are 
temporarily closing their doors or cutting 
hours to encourage social distancing and lim- 
it the spread of the coronavirus in the United 
States. 


See TOMPOR, Page 6A 
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You’ve got questions. 
We’re here for you. 


Follow coverage from our 261 daily news 
operations of coronavirus news, the 
response, the economic impact, cancellations 
and how you can keep yourself, your family 
and your community safe with our “Nation’s 
Health” content at 
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HENRY FORD HEALTH SYSTEM TO BEGIN PROCESSING SAMPLES 
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Sitting behind a plastic shield for safety, medical technologist Moroj Altaweel, 33, of West 
Bloomfield works on coronavirus testing at Henry Ford Hospital. PHOTOS BY ERIC SEALS/DFP 


Michigan lab is first 
to have same-day 
coronavirus results 


Kristen Jordan Shamus 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Wearing blue lab coats and rubber gloves, 
microbiologists bustled through a lab at Hen- 
ry Ford Hospital in Detroit on Tuesday morn- 
ing, charged with a new mission: To test as 
many patients as possible for COVID-19, the 
disease caused by novel coronavirus. 

Henry Ford Health System became the first 
hospital system in Michigan to adapt the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention s 
test kits, and develop a way to test samples 
collected from its patients in its own lab — 
and deliver results on the same day. 

It now has the capacity to run 100 tests a 
day — with priority given to patients who are 
already hospitalized, those in the emergency 
room and health care workers — and hopes to 
be able to ramp up testing so it can handle as 
many as 1,000 samples a day. Results of its 


See HENRY FORD LAB, Page 7A 


A collection of swabs taken from inside 

people’s mouths sits waiting to be scanned 
into the system at Henry Ford Hospital and 
have tests run on them for the coronavirus. 
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Trump 
wants aid 


distributed 
quickly 


Economic response package 
could near $IT price tag 


Lisa Mascaro and Zeke Miller 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON - President Donald Trump 
is asking Congress to unleash a torrent of 
emergency economic aid - including direct 
checks to Americans -in an extraordinary ef- 
fort to shore up households and the economy 
in the coronavirus crisis. 

As part of a proposed economic rescue not 
seen since the Great Recession in 2008, 
Trump wants checks sent to 
the public within two weeks as 
part of a package that officials 
said could approach a cost of 
$1 trillion. Congressional lead- 
ers vowed swift action. Trea- 
sury Secretary Steven Mnu- 
chin appeared on Capitol Hill 
to brief Senate Republicans as 
state and local officials acted 
more forcefully to restrict gatherings and mo- 
bility in the face of growing sickness. 

“We want to go big,” Trump said at a White 
House briefing. “We want to get it done and 
have a big infusion.” 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
promised the Senate would not adjourn until 
the package was passed. 

“Obviously, we need to act,’ McConnell 
said after meeting White House officials at 
the Capitol. 

But first, McConnell said, the Senate will 
vote on the House’s $100 billion package of 
sick pay, emergency food and free testing 
that’s on track for Trump’s signature. 

With the House on recess, senators gath- 
ered as Americans across the country were 
implored to heed advice and avoid crowds. 

After a savage drop at the start of the week, 
the stock market rose during Trump’s briefing 
as he and aides sketched out elements of the 
economic rescue package. 

Bigger than the 2008 bank bailout or the 
2009 recovery act, the White House proposal 
aims to provide a massive tax cut for wage- 
earners, $50 billion for the airline industry 
and $250 billion for small businesses. 

Two people familiar with the request 


Trump 
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Buyers will snap up Honda CR-V hybrid 


Mark Phelan: Unassuming model that debuted 
in ’97 has grown into Honda’s flagship. 9A 


